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Make your single pit as big as possible,
■ then it can be used for many years before fi lling up;
■ you will have fewer problems with fl ies and smells; and
■ the further down the excreta, the smaller the risk of disease. 

Single-pit latrines

1. Use completely separate twin-pit lat4�5�S�E���C�€�'�5�S�E���5�S�E���5�S�E���C�2���E�_��T—	—D �Ð�à�•�—������ �5�S�E���C�8�@„Use Use Use Use Use 





88 

Prepared by John Pickford and Rod Shaw

WEDC  Loughborough University  Leicestershire  LE11 3TU  UK
www.lboro.ac.uk/departments/cv/wedc/          wedc@lboro.ac.uk

Further reading
Franceys, R., Pickford, J. and Reed, R., A Guide to the Development of On-site Sanitation, WHO, Geneva, 1992.
Pickford, John., Low-cost Sanitation: A survey of practical experience, IT Publications, London, 1995.

Sludge from septic tanks
As sewage passes through a septic tank, heavy solids fall to the bottom, where a layer of sludge builds up. Light 
solids, like grease, rise to the surface and form a layer of scum.   

Emptying pit latrines


